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"Charles Russell  
Speechlys LLP is  
'top class in all respects'." 
Legal 500, EMEA 2015Legal 500, EMEA 2015  
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 Our Arabic Litigation Services in the Middle East Our Arabic Litigation Services in the Middle East

'Superb for litigation’, Charles 
Russell Speechlys LLP is noted 
for its ‘excellent 
responsiveness, commercial 
nous and value’.” 

Legal 500 EMEA, 2017 Legal 500 EMEA, 2017   

In the Middle East, we 
differentiate ourselves by 
undertaking local, regional and 
international cross-border 
litigation and arbitration under 
one roof across our offices in 
Bahrain, Dubai and Qatar. 

Our experienced bilingual litigation team in Our experienced bilingual litigation team in 
the Gulf comprises of 3 partners, 4 senior the Gulf comprises of 3 partners, 4 senior 
associates, 3 associates and 2 paralegals.associates, 3 associates and 2 paralegals.  

The team has experience across the Middle The team has experience across the Middle 
East in dealing with disputes across a East in dealing with disputes across a 
number of industry sectors, including number of industry sectors, including 
financial services, banking , real estate , financial services, banking , real estate , 
retail, media, telecommunications, aviation, retail, media, telecommunications, aviation, 
construction, mortgage enforcement, construction, mortgage enforcement, 
employment and white collar criminal employment and white collar criminal 
cases.cases.  

The team has particular experience of The team has particular experience of 
enforcing security and recovering assets enforcing security and recovering assets 
through the UAE court processes.through the UAE court processes.  

Our team is known for its highly responsive Our team is known for its highly responsive 
service and outstanding client care and service and outstanding client care and 
for its relationships with our strategic for its relationships with our strategic 
partners (local advocates) in the whole partners (local advocates) in the whole 
region.region.  

    

    
    

    

    

    
    

    

    

Our Arabic litigation team has worked with Our Arabic litigation team has worked with 
many international, regional and local many international, regional and local 
companies and have established a strong companies and have established a strong 
record of securing favourable landmark record of securing favourable landmark 
judgments.judgments.  

The full spectrum of Arabic litigation The full spectrum of Arabic litigation 
services we can provide includes:services we can provide includes:  

l Case management and strategic Case management and strategic 
litigation advice from both legal and litigation advice from both legal and 
commercial aspects;commercial aspects;    

l Appearance and representation in all Appearance and representation in all 
courts, whether federal or local in the courts, whether federal or local in the 
GCC and Middle East;GCC and Middle East;    

l Appointment of experts, Appointment of experts, 
administrators and receivers;administrators and receivers;    

l Legal and expert opinions on local Legal and expert opinions on local 
matters and all applicable laws and matters and all applicable laws and 
regulations;regulations;    

l Precautionary measures, such as Precautionary measures, such as 
attachments and asset freezing, in both attachments and asset freezing, in both 
litigation and arbitration cases; andlitigation and arbitration cases; and    

l The full range of court related The full range of court related 
proceedings.proceedings.    
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Our TeamOur Team’’s Experiences Experience    

  

  

  

  

Very hard-working and 
thoughtful people who come 
up with solutions."  

Chambers Global, 2015Chambers Global, 2015  

    

    

    

    

Acting for a Kuwaiti Investment Company Acting for a Kuwaiti Investment Company 
listed on the Kuwait Stock Exchange in listed on the Kuwait Stock Exchange in 
highly complex litigation and arbitration highly complex litigation and arbitration 
proceedings before the local courts in Abu proceedings before the local courts in Abu 
Dhabi and the Abu Dhabi Commercial Dhabi and the Abu Dhabi Commercial 
Conciliation and Arbitration Centre in a Conciliation and Arbitration Centre in a 
contractual dispute with a value of 2.6 billion contractual dispute with a value of 2.6 billion 
AED.AED.  

Acting for a group of investors against a Acting for a group of investors against a 
prominent developer in Dubai during the prominent developer in Dubai during the 
financial crisis in a landmark case on the financial crisis in a landmark case on the 
interpretation of a force majeure clause.interpretation of a force majeure clause.  

Acting for one of the prominent banks in the Acting for one of the prominent banks in the 
UAE in a landmark case of phishing, internet UAE in a landmark case of phishing, internet 
abuse and hacking of accounts.abuse and hacking of accounts.  

Representing a regionally based airline to Representing a regionally based airline to 
secure a favourable judgment in the Dubai secure a favourable judgment in the Dubai 
local courts in connection with a US $ 160 local courts in connection with a US $ 160 
million commercial dispute.million commercial dispute.  

Acting for one of the largest tech Acting for one of the largest tech 
companies in the Silicon Valley to recognise companies in the Silicon Valley to recognise 
and enforce a California Court order before and enforce a California Court order before 
The Dubai Courts for 10 million AED.The Dubai Courts for 10 million AED.  

Acting for a leading Kuwaiti Real Estate Acting for a leading Kuwaiti Real Estate 
Development Company in Qatar against a Development Company in Qatar against a 
prominent main contractor in highly prominent main contractor in highly 
complex litigation and arbitration complex litigation and arbitration 
proceedings before the local courts in proceedings before the local courts in 
Qatar and the Qatar International Center Qatar and the Qatar International Center 
for Conciliation and Arbitration in relation to for Conciliation and Arbitration in relation to 
a 600 million Qatari Riyal dispute. a 600 million Qatari Riyal dispute.   

Obtaining judgments in the Court of Appeal Obtaining judgments in the Court of Appeal 
of Abu Dhabi to reimburse a group of of Abu Dhabi to reimburse a group of 
investors including compensation for loss investors including compensation for loss 
of opportunity and profit, for monies placed of opportunity and profit, for monies placed 
with major developers, Tamouhwith major developers, Tamouh--Sorouh.Sorouh.  

    

    

    

Acting for several individuals in the UAE in a Acting for several individuals in the UAE in a 
complex cybercrime/social media related complex cybercrime/social media related 
matter.matter.  

Obtaining court judgments in Obtaining court judgments in 
matters concerning the liquidation and matters concerning the liquidation and 
dissolution of commercial local companies.dissolution of commercial local companies.  

Securing court judgments in defending an Securing court judgments in defending an 
international bank for several international bank for several 
professional negligence cases filed by its professional negligence cases filed by its 
customers.customers.  

Successfully appealing criminal matters, Successfully appealing criminal matters, 
such as a breach of trust, cybercrime, such as a breach of trust, cybercrime, 
money laundering and fraud.money laundering and fraud.  

Enforcing and executing several mortgage Enforcing and executing several mortgage 
cases for UAE based banks and obtaining cases for UAE based banks and obtaining 
numerous attachment orders for numerous attachment orders for 
international companies with enforcement international companies with enforcement 
through the local UAE courts.through the local UAE courts.  

Advising and obtaining a favourable final Advising and obtaining a favourable final 
judgment for a UK company against a Dubai judgment for a UK company against a Dubai 
registered entity on the ratification and registered entity on the ratification and 
enforcement of an ICC arbitration 1 million enforcement of an ICC arbitration 1 million 
USD award before the Local Federal Courts USD award before the Local Federal Courts 
in UAE.in UAE.  

Advising a foreign offAdvising a foreign off--shore investment shore investment 
company against a prominent master company against a prominent master 
developer in Dubai for a 60 million AED SPA developer in Dubai for a 60 million AED SPA 
dispute in one of dispute in one of ““The WorldThe World” ” projects that projects that 
included jurisdictional challenges due to the included jurisdictional challenges due to the 
existence of an arbitration clause in the existence of an arbitration clause in the 
SPA.SPA.  

Acting for a high net worth Saudi owner in Acting for a high net worth Saudi owner in 
Makkah against the developer of a hotel Makkah against the developer of a hotel 
project in complex arbitration proceedings project in complex arbitration proceedings 
in Arabic over a 100 million Saudi Riyal in Arabic over a 100 million Saudi Riyal 
contract before the Makkah and Jeddah contract before the Makkah and Jeddah 
Courts.Courts.  
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Our Arabic Regional Dispute Resolution TeamOur Arabic Regional Dispute Resolution Team

  

  

  

  

The opening of a Dubai office with an The opening of a Dubai office with an 
emphasis on dispute resolution accords emphasis on dispute resolution accords 
with the strategy of international expansion with the strategy of international expansion 
by the Litigation and Dispute Resolution by the Litigation and Dispute Resolution 
division to have a presence in the leading division to have a presence in the leading 
dispute resolution centres of the world. dispute resolution centres of the world.   

Our Litigation and Arbitration team is one of Our Litigation and Arbitration team is one of 
the most respected in the GCC. Our new the most respected in the GCC. Our new 
team in Dubai can handle local, regional and team in Dubai can handle local, regional and 
international litigation and arbitration international litigation and arbitration 
matters.matters.  

We are regularly involved in some of the We are regularly involved in some of the 
largest and most complex disputes in the largest and most complex disputes in the 
Gulf region particularly disputes involving Gulf region particularly disputes involving 
financial institutions, the financial institutions, the 
telecommunications sector and telecommunications sector and 
construction related businesses. Usually construction related businesses. Usually 
those disputes are cross border. those disputes are cross border.   

All our lawyers are focused on delivering All our lawyers are focused on delivering 
solutions and guidance, supported by legal solutions and guidance, supported by legal 
insight and strong commercial judgement.insight and strong commercial judgement.  

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Ghassan El Daye, Partner 

Ghassan has over 23 years of experience in Ghassan has over 23 years of experience in 
litigation and dispute resolution and heads litigation and dispute resolution and heads 
the Arabic Regional Dispute Resolution the Arabic Regional Dispute Resolution 
team. He has built a strong reputation for team. He has built a strong reputation for 
handling cases for regional and international handling cases for regional and international 
clients engaged in local court litigation clients engaged in local court litigation 
throughout the UAE and neighbouring throughout the UAE and neighbouring 
jurisdictions. His experience ranges from jurisdictions. His experience ranges from 
providing the full service to clients in providing the full service to clients in 
commercial and construction disputes to commercial and construction disputes to 
acting for individuals in certain aspects of acting for individuals in certain aspects of 
criminal prosecution and extradition.criminal prosecution and extradition.  

In addition, Ghassan possesses thorough In addition, Ghassan possesses thorough 
expertise in matters of civil, administrative, expertise in matters of civil, administrative, 
real estate, banking and Shariareal estate, banking and Sharia’’h law.h law.  

Ghassan has represented several high Ghassan has represented several high 
profile clients in the region in highly complex profile clients in the region in highly complex 
and high value litigation cases with a and high value litigation cases with a 
litigation strategy that is litigation strategy that is ““client driven client driven 
solution". He is a member of Beirut Bar solution". He is a member of Beirut Bar 
Association.Association.  

    

    

Rasmi Ragy, Senior Counsel 

Rasmi specialises in all areas of dispute Rasmi specialises in all areas of dispute 
resolution and litigation with a particular resolution and litigation with a particular 
emphasis on highly complex disputes emphasis on highly complex disputes 
before the High Courts.before the High Courts.  

Rasmi is a Senior Counsel in the Dubai Rasmi is a Senior Counsel in the Dubai 
office. He was previously a Judge and office. He was previously a Judge and 
Prosecutor in Egypt and has been practising Prosecutor in Egypt and has been practising 
in all areas of litigation for almost 40 years in all areas of litigation for almost 40 years 
in the UAE, Kuwait and other GCC in the UAE, Kuwait and other GCC 
countries.countries.  

He has memberships of a number of bar He has memberships of a number of bar 
associations including the Supreme associations including the Supreme 
Administration Court (Egypt), American Bar Administration Court (Egypt), American Bar 
Association (USA) and the International Bar Association (USA) and the International Bar 
Association (UK). In addition, he is certified Association (UK). In addition, he is certified 
as an arbitrator in Abu Dhabi, Sharjah, as an arbitrator in Abu Dhabi, Sharjah, 
Ajman and Egypt.Ajman and Egypt.  
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Our Arabic Regional Dispute Resolution TeamOur Arabic Regional Dispute Resolution Team    

  

  

  

They are like a seamless 
extension of our own in-house 
capability. They commit a lot 
of time and resources to get 
things done the way we like." 

Chambers UK, 2016Chambers UK, 2016  

    

    

    

    

Ahmad El-Sayed, Senior 
Associate 

Ahmad is a highly experienced commercial Ahmad is a highly experienced commercial 
litigator and works for a wide variety of high litigator and works for a wide variety of high 
profile international companies and familyprofile international companies and family--
owned businesses.owned businesses.  

He has been involved with many largeHe has been involved with many large--scale scale 
litigation cases in particular in banking, litigation cases in particular in banking, 
family law, commercial, real estate, family law, commercial, real estate, 
shareholder disputes, company liquidations shareholder disputes, company liquidations 
and criminal matters as well as employment and criminal matters as well as employment 
related litigation. He has also successfully related litigation. He has also successfully 
assisted clients to enforce several assisted clients to enforce several 
overseas judgments before the UAE local overseas judgments before the UAE local 
courts.courts.  

Ahmad manages a number of client Ahmad manages a number of client 
relationships across the real estate, relationships across the real estate, 
banking, telecommunications and banking, telecommunications and 
education sectors. He is a member of the education sectors. He is a member of the 
Beirut Bar Association.Beirut Bar Association.  
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If you are interested in more information, If you are interested in more information, 
please contact:please contact:  

Ghassan El Daye, Partner  
Head of Arabic Regional DisputeHead of Arabic Regional Dispute  
Resolution PracticeResolution Practice  
T.:  + 971 4246 1903T.:  + 971 4246 1903  
M.: + 971 52 339 1675  M.: + 971 52 339 1675    
ghassaneldaye@crsblaw.comghassaneldaye@crsblaw.com  

    

    

    

Contact     

    

charlesrussellspeechlys.comcharlesrussellspeechlys.com  
    

London | Cheltenham | Guildford | Doha | Dubai | Geneva | Hong Kong | Luxembourg | Manama | Paris | ZurichLondon | Cheltenham | Guildford | Doha | Dubai | Geneva | Hong Kong | Luxembourg | Manama | Paris | Zurich  
    
Charles Russell Speechlys LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales, registered number OC311850, and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. Charles Russell Charles Russell Speechlys LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales, registered number OC311850, and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. Charles Russell 
Speechlys LLP is also licensed by the Qatar Financial Centre Authority in respect of its branch office in Doha and registered in the Dubai International Financial Centre under number CL2511 and regulated by the Speechlys LLP is also licensed by the Qatar Financial Centre Authority in respect of its branch office in Doha and registered in the Dubai International Financial Centre under number CL2511 and regulated by the 
Government of Dubai Legal Affairs Department in respect of its branch office in the DIFC. Charles Russell Speechlys LLPGovernment of Dubai Legal Affairs Department in respect of its branch office in the DIFC. Charles Russell Speechlys LLP’’s branch office in Hong Kong is registered as a foreign firm by The Law Society of Hong Kong. s branch office in Hong Kong is registered as a foreign firm by The Law Society of Hong Kong. 
Any reference to a partner in relation to Charles Russell Speechlys LLP is to a member of Charles Russell Speechlys LLP or an employee with equivalent standing and qualifications. A list of members and of nonAny reference to a partner in relation to Charles Russell Speechlys LLP is to a member of Charles Russell Speechlys LLP or an employee with equivalent standing and qualifications. A list of members and of non--members members 
who are described as partners, is available for inspection at the registered office, 5 Fleet Place, London, EC4M 7RD. For information as to how we process your personal data please see our privacy policy on our website who are described as partners, is available for inspection at the registered office, 5 Fleet Place, London, EC4M 7RD. For information as to how we process your personal data please see our privacy policy on our website 
charlesrussellspeechlys.com.charlesrussellspeechlys.com.  
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