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“Very hardworking and
thoughtful
people who come
up with
solutions."
Chambers Global, 2015
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Overview

Charles Russell Speechlys is an
international law firm with
offices in the UK and throughout
the Middle East and Europe.
We are a team of International Trade,
Logistics & Transport lawyers, located in
our new Dubai office and have extensive
experience in both contentious and non
non-contentious matters. Our team is
recognised for providing commercially
practical legal solutions to a range of
international businesses on complex
commercial issues.
We are experienced in acting as general
advisors to international corporates as well
as advising in relation to potential disputes
and regularly representing clients in
international commercial arbitration and
litigation as well as alternative dispute
resolution forums.

Charles Russell Speechlys LLP
is 'top class in all respects'."
Legal 500, EMEA 2015

Our experience is notable for its breadth in
providing clients with a broad range of legal
advice. Our team is uniquely comfortable in
advising clients on nuanced commercial
issues in relation to international trade as
well as our ability to represent clients
throughout the lifecycle of a dispute.

We have advised companies of all sizes
from SMEs to international conglomerates
and the extent of the instructions has
ranged from general commercial advice,
such as the applicability of terms and
conditions, to multimillion dollar complex
international trade disputes.
We are familiar with advising various
international commercial sectors, including:
l

Trade Finance institutions

l

Insurance

l

Maritime

l

Aviation

l

Energy

l

Infrastructure

l

Mining

l

Manufacturing

l

Technology

l

Hospitality

l

Retail

l

Joint ventures

l

Shareholder Agreements

l

Distribution Agreements
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Our Team
Team’’s Experience

Our Team’s Experience
International Trade & Logistics
Advised one of the world
world’’s largest
international technology corporates in
connection to the applicability of its terms
and conditions pursuant to UAE law prior to
this corporate entering the UAE market.
Advised a multinational technology
manufacturer in regards to its UAE
distribution and importation arrangement;
specifically, the various complex supply
chain and logistics matters from free zones
into the UAE and transhipped within the
MENA region.
Advised an international e
e--commerce
brand in relation to trade and customs law in
anticipation of commencing its supply chain
arrangement in the UAE.

The team’s chief strength is
‘the synergy gained from the
co-operative manner in which
each individual works with all
others’."
Legal EMEA, 2015

03 | International Trade, Logistics & Transport

Represented a logistics service provider in
relation to a dispute with the United Nations.
The subject matter of the dispute was the
provision of supply chain management to
various UN Missions in Sub
Sub--Saharan Africa.
We achieved a practical commercial
settlement.
Acted on behalf of a chemical manufacturer
in connection with allegations of breaches
of US and EU Iranian sanctions regimes.
This dispute involved long term supply
contracts and complex shareholder
agreements. We successfully had the
allegations dropped.

Represented one of the foremost freight
forwarding groups in the region where we
reviewed and redrafted their suite of terms
and conditions.
Instructed by a global electrical
manufacturer to review and restructure
historical representation agreements as
part of a worldwide reorganisation of
brands and business lines.

Aviation
Advised on UAE law and its interpretation of
the international aviation conventions in
relation to a class action with respect to a
fatal airline crash.
Acted on behalf of a leading aircraft leasing
company in relation to defaults by one of
its lessees and in UAE proceedings to
retrieve aircrafts. We successfully
negotiated with various UAE airport
authorities on the retrieval of aircrafts and
secured a favourable settlement in relation
to the defaults by the lessee.
Instructed by a regional airline in connection
with various disputes arising in relation to jet
engine leasing agreements. We represented
clients in various arbitration
proceedings and negotiated a commercial
settlement.

Our Team
Team’’s Experience

Litigation & Arbitration
Represented clients in excess of 20
international arbitrations and litigations in
disputes arising in relation to the OW Bunker
insolvency where we successfully defended
claims or negotiated commercial
settlements.

Represented a major container shipping line
in arbitration proceedings in a dispute with a
consumables supplier in connection with US
Department of Defence contracts for
supplies to Afghanistan. The matter
concluded on favourable settlement terms.

Acted on behalf of a Fortune 500
multinational security systems
manufacturer in arbitration proceedings in
connection with disputes arising out of a
global restructuring process. We
successfully negotiated a commercial
settlement.
Represented a Korean heavy industry
manufacturing conglomerate in a
multimillion dollar international trade dispute
against its GCC distributor where we
obtained successful judgments at every
stage.

Very strong in litigation - they
are pragmatic and to the
point."
Chambers Global, 2016

Acted for a German owned industrial
manufacturing conglomerate in a
documentary credit (letter of credit) dispute
with one of its GCC resellers where we
achieved and enforced a successful
judgment.
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Our International Trade Team

Our International Trade Team
They are like a seamless
extension of our own in-house
capability. They commit a lot
of time and resources to get
things done the way we like."
Chambers UK, 2016

Jonathan Brown, Partner
Jonathan Brown is a Partner based in Dubai
with over 25 years
years’’ experience split between
private practice and in
in--house work. He
advises on contentious and non
non-contentious matters where he is typically
instructed by international businesses in
relation to complex commercial issues with
a focus on international trade, logistics and
transport. He is known for his broad ranging
experience advising various international
commercial sectors. This includes trade
financing institutions, insurance, maritime,
aviation, energy, infrastructure, mining,
manufacturing, technology, hospitality and
retail. His specialisation also includes
advising on joint ventures, shareholder and
distribution agreement related matters. In
addition, Jonathan is highly regarded for his
representation of clients in international
commercial arbitration and litigation as well
as alternative dispute resolution forums.
Jonathan is a qualified Solicitor in England &
Wales as well as being registered with the
Dubai Legal Affairs Department and the
Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC)
Courts.
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Raymond Kisswany, Senior
Associate
Raymond Kisswany is a Senior Associate
based in Dubai with extensive experience in a
range of contentious and non
non--contentious
matters. He specialises in advising
international businesses on complex
commercial issues with a focus on
international trade, logistics and transport.
He has broad ranging experience advising
various international commercial sectors,
including trade financing institutions,
insurance, maritime, aviation, energy,
infrastructure, mining, manufacturing,
technology, hospitality and retail.
Raymond
Raymond’’s practice also includes advising
on joint ventures, shareholder and
distribution agreement related matters. He
regularly represents clients in international
commercial arbitration and litigation as well
as alternative dispute resolution forums. He
is fluent in Arabic.
Raymond is admitted to the New York State
Bar as well as the US Court of Appeals for
the Second Circuit, the US District Court for
the Southern District of New York and the
US District Court for the Eastern District of
New York. He is also registered with the
Dubai Legal Affairs Department and the
Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC)
Courts.

Contact

Our offices

If you are interested in more information,
please speak to:

London
5 Fleet Place
London
EC4M 7RD UK
T: +44 (0)20 7203 5000

Jonathan Brown
Partner
M: +971 52 339 2167
T: +971 4 246 1904
jonathan.brown@crsblaw.com
Raymond Kisswany
Senior Associate
M: +971 52 339 1846
T: +971 4 246 1905
raymond.kisswany@crsblaw.com

Cheltenham
Compass House
Lypiatt Road
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire
GL50 2QJ UK
T: +44 (0)1242 221122
Guildford
One London Square
Cross Lanes
Guildford
Surrey
GU1 1UN UK
T: +44 (0)1483 252525

Doha
Palm Tower
Floor 15
West Bay
PO Box 26600 Doha
Qatar
T: +974 40342036
Dubai
Index Tower, West Tower
11th Floor, Unit 1108
P.O. Box 507226
DIFC, Dubai, UAE
T: +971 4 246 1900
Geneva
9 -11 rue du Prince
1204 Geneva
Switzerland
T: +41 (0)22 591 18 88
Hong Kong
Unit 1002, L10,
1 Duddell Street,
Central, Hong Kong
T: +852 6596 7517
Luxembourg
2 rue Jean Monnet
L-2180 Luxembourg
T: +352 26 48 68 00
Manama
Bahrain World Trade Center
Floor 24 East Tower
PO Box 31249 Manama
Kingdom of Bahrain
T: +973 17 133200
Paris
41 Avenue de Friedland
75008 Paris
France
T: +33 (0) 1 70 99 09 00
Zurich
Basteiplatz 7
8001 Zurich
Switzerland
T: +41 (0)43 430 0200

charlesrussellspeechlys.com
Charles Russell Speechlys LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales, registered number OC311850, and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. Charles Russell
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