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Middle East

"Charles Russell
Speechlys is ‘top class in all
respects’."
Legal 500 EMEA, 2015

Introduction

About Charles Russell Speechlys
Charles Russell Speechlys is an
international law firm
headquartered in London with
offices in the UK, Europe and
the Middle East.

Simon Green
Partner, Real Estate
Charles Russell Speechlys, Middle East

The merger of Charles Russell and Speechly
Bircham in 2014 created a Firm of over 170
partners and over 500 lawyers operating
from 11 international business centres
around the world.
We have been active on Middle East
projects for several decades. Our first
Middle East office opened in Bahrain
in 2006. Since then, and in response to
requests from our clients, we opened in
Qatar in 2013 and Dubai in 2017. We also
have coverage in Saudi Arabia through an
associate law firm.

Paula Boast
Partner, Construction, Engineering &
Projects
Charles Russell Speechlys, Middle East

With our English and Arabic language
speaking team ‘on the ground
ground’’ in the Middle
East we have a strong understanding of
local and regional markets.
Our Partners based in the region are all
ranked as “Leaders in their Field
Field”” in the
Chambers 2017 directory. In addition, the
Firm is highly ranked across multiple
disciplines in Legal 500 EMEA directories.
We are focused on delivering solutions and
personal guidance, supported by legal
insight and strong commercial judgement in
the region
region’’s progressive hotel and
hospitality sector.

We have a multi
multi--disciplinary hotels &
hospitality team who have extensive
experience across the sector. We are able
to quickly identify the key commercial and
regional issues in relation to a particular
transaction.
We work with a diverse range of clients
including hoteliers, banks, investors, private
individuals, developers and operators. To
meet the needs of our clients we offer an
integrated approach covering property,
construction, engineering & projects,
employment, corporate and commercial
matters.
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"The team’s chief strength is
‘the synergy gained from
the co-operative manner in
which each individual works
with all others’."
Legal 500 EMEA 500, 2015

Our Services

Our Services

From design end construction
phase to managing hotels and
leisure facilities, acquiring or
disposing of assets complex
projects will inevitably give rise
to a wide range of legal issues.

l

Intellectual property: branding, owner
use, and operator standards.

l

Operations: health and safety, owner
vs operator responsibilities, F&B (Food
& Beverage), FF&E (Furniture, Fixings &
Equipment), operating and
management agreements.

We have industry specific experience in the
following areas:

l

Construction, engineering and projects:
contract drafting, design consultants
procurement, construction
completion, claims and dispute
resolution.

Planning and Regulatory issues: central
planning offices and tourism planning,
ministry liaison, country to country and
regional differences.

l

Sale and leaseback.

l

Tax structuring.

l

The team has real depth
across many subject areas but
it is their singular approach to
the client and their focus on
our business, not just the legal
aspects of it that has delivered
real value. Most valued of all is
their approach to relationship
building and management.”

l

Employment: consultancy and
employee contracts, operational and
supply chain, health and safety.

l

Finance, Investment and development:
funding agreements, concessions,
operation and profit shares, technical
services, mergers & acquisitions, tax
structuring.

Matthew Bulger, Head of Strategic
Planning and Property Development,
Naseej Properties
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Our Recent Experience

Our Recent Experience
…Simon [Green] has proven
credibility, built trust and
shown flexibility and openness
at all times, which
distinguishes Charles Russell
Speechlys as a truly
professional and dedicated
law firm that we would gladly
recommend to others.”
Raouf Salama, Senior Legal Adviser,
Eagle Hills

Middle East
Bahrain
Iconic Hotel Development, Bahrain
Advising a quasi
quasi--government development
company with the appointment of a 5 star
international operator based in the Far East
in relation to the redevelopment of part of
Bahrain's corniche. Work included advising
on the initial terms of reference as well as
the hotel management agreement and all
ancillary contracts.
Marassi Al Bahrain
Advising Eagle Hills Diyar in relation to the
mixed
mixed--use development known as “Marassi
Al Bahrain
Bahrain””. A USD multi
multi--billion project
which spans across 864,000 sqm of land
on Bahrain
Bahrain’’s most iconic master planned
development. The Project cost for Plot 1 is
circa USD 1.2 billion and includes luxury
hotels and serviced apartments from both
“The Address
Address”” and “The Vida
Vida”” brands.

One impressed client
described Paula Boast as 'one
of the best lawyers in the
region advising on contracts'."
Chambers Global, 2017

Zallaq Sofitel Resort & Spa, Bahrain
Advising global Chinese contractor as to
outstanding contractor claims and non
non-payment issues arising in the construction
and completion of the report and spa
facility. Successfully achieving early
structured settlement with owner
developer. Claim value USD 24 million.
Al Salam Resort & Spa, Bahrain
Advising owner developer on inherent
design deficiencies in its early stage
constructed project to include cost benefit
analysis of value engineering options,
demolition, redesign and rebuild or initiation
of arbitration proceedings as against
designer architect and contractor. Claim
value USD 140 million.
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Nakheel Resort & Spa, Bahrain
Drafting amended form FIDIC construction
contracts for construction and
completion of an iconic 5 star hotel for a
leading Bahrain high end owner developer
and to be operated by a prominent Far East
hotel operator.
Villamar, Hotel & Spa, Bahrain
Advising owner developer on the
completion of construction and handover
to a prominent Far East hotel operator
amidst a stalled project scenario to include
liaison as between the contractor and
operator seeking early resolution.
Bahrain Tourism Company, Bahrain
Advising on the refurbishment, demolition
and rebuild of a master planned 5 phase
hotel development on a prime Bahrain hotel
site to include negotiating hotel operation
agreement, design phase liaison as between
owner and operator, district cooling
network facilitation and concession as well
as advice as to financial backdrop to
development and funding requirements
Durrat Resort Hotel Project, Bahrain
Front end early project procurement advice
for the developer in advance of tendering to
market to include consultancy agreements
and supply chain issues as to localised
professional practice structures, securing
of third party rights as between design
consultants, sub consultants and
developer.
Four Seasons Hotel, Bahrain
Drafting amended form FIDIC construction
contracts for construction and completion
of an iconic 5 star hotel as part of the
Bahrain Bay Development programme.

Our Recent Experience

Hotel Development, Bahrain
Advising a prominent development
company with it proposed USD 40 million
hotel development and associated serviced
apartments in the Al Seef district of Bahrain.
The work involved advising on the most
effective corporate and development
structure in relation to the project along with
advising on the heads of terms.
Hotel and Branded Residences, Bahrain
Advising a US based luxury hotel and
hospitality group with the initial due diligence
aspects in relation to the proposed
development of hotel and branded
residences.

Simon Green advises on
investments and assets across
the region. Sources note his
active presence in projects
and his personable approach.”
Chambers Global, 2017

Hotel Redevelopment, Bahrain
Advising an internationally renowned luxury
branded hotel group on all necessary legal
permits to operate a five star hotel license
in Bahrain. Part of our reviews considered
the land title and corporate structuring
options for the separation of sharia
sharia’’h
compliant and non
non--sharia
sharia’’h compliant
income.
Multiple Hotel Development, Bahrain
Advising a government owned real estate
development company on the initial
aspects of its proposed multiple hotels
development project along the West coast
of Bahrain.
Bahrain Bay, Bahrain
Advising a prominent Bahrain individual in
relation to the acquisition of a plot of land at
Bahrain Bay to allow for the development of
a 5 star hotel.
Ascott Hotel and Residences, Bahrain
Advising one of Asia's largest real estate
companies with its USD 750 million iconic
mixed use development known as Raffles
City, Bahrain including a hotel and serviced
apartments.
Boutique Hotel, Bahrain
Drafting and negotiating the suite of hotel
management documents relating to a
‘boutique
boutique’’ hotel in Bahrain to a recognised
operator.

Hotel Project, Bahrain
Advising a Saudi based HNW individual with
the appointment of a hotel operator
following the refurbishment of hotel
premises in Bahrain. Work included assisting
with the procurement of the operator (the
world
world’’s largest hotel group, the Wyndham
Group) to finalising the suite of the hotel
management contracts.

Iraq
Hotel Development, Iraq
Advising an Iraqi developer on the initial
structuring aspects of the development and
management of a hotel in the Kurdistan
region, including the drafting and negotiation
of design and construction management
contracts.

Oman
Ministry of Tourism
Reviewing a hotel management agreement
for a government owner in relation to a five
star property on the Muscat coastline. In
particular our review assessed owner
obligations in connection with the royalties
and incentive payment policies.
Kempinski @ The Wave, Muscat
Drafting amended form of FIDIC
construction contract and consultancy
suite for use in the procurement,
construction and completion of the prime
Kempinski hotel facility as part of The Wave
development.
Shangri
Shangri--La Resort, Muscat
Advising owner developer as to design and
negligence issues in the design and
construction of its 5 star Bar Al Jissah
Resort including front end structured
negotiations with the contractor and the
lead design consultant. Claim value USD 90
million.
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"Very hard-working and
thoughtful people who
come up with solutions."
Chambers Global, 2015

Our Recent Experience

Qatar
Hotel and Branded Residences, Qatar
Advising a US based luxury hotel and
hospitality group with the initial due diligence
aspects in relation to the proposed
development of hotel and branded
residences.
Hotel Development, Qatar
Advising a real estate sovereign wealth fund
based in Qatar with its proposed hotel
management agreement and associated
contracts with Millennium Hotel & Resorts.

Palazzo Versace, Dubai
Advising an international developer on the
first Palazzo Versace resort including the
D1 residential tower to be developed in the
Middle East.
Sowwah Island, Abu Dhabi
Advising international hotel operators on
their respective developments
compromising 5 star hotels and private
residences on Sowwah Island, Abu Dhabi.
The Palm, Dubai
Advising a long standing Bahrain based
client on its proposed sale of a 4 star hotel
in Dubai to a Far East investor.

Saudi Arabia

Real Estate and construction
expert Simon Green... gives
first class advice."
Legal 500 EMEA, 2013

Hotel Development, Mecca, Saudi Arabia
Advising a Bahrain based financial institution
on the structuring aspects of the
development and management of a hotel in
Saudi Arabia focusing on visiting pilgrims to
Mecca.
Hotel Development, Saudi Arabia
Advising a prominent Saudi family owned
company on the hotel management
agreement with the Accor Group in relation
to a hotel situated in the Eastern Province.
Work involved negotiating the hotel
management agreement, the technical
services agreement, the central services
agreement and the IP agreement.

United Arab Emirates
The World Islands
Advising an international developer on the
development of an island on The World
Islands in the Emirate of Dubai comprising a
5 star hotel and residences to be operated
by an international hotel operator.
Hotel Syndicated Financing, Dubai
Advising a regional bank as part of a
syndicated project financing in relation to
the development of a hotel in Dubai.

Other regions
Africa
Hotel Developments
Advising a leading emerging markets fund
manager in relation to numerous
commercial real estate projects in Africa,
including hotel, office and retail
developments.
Hotel Development, Morocco
Advising a large real estate sovereign
wealth fund based in Qatar in relation to
existing hotel project agreements for a
resort development in Morocco. Work
involved identifying the main risk areas
involved in relation to the project and
formulating an agreed strategy to
resolve/mitigate such risks.
Hotel Development, Nigeria
Advising on a USD 200 million project for a
four star hotel and conference centre in
Nigeria based on a turnkey construction
contract (based on the FIDIC Yellow Book
terms & conditions). Work also involved
advising on arrangements for the
development manager (investor), project
manager and procurement agent.
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Our Hotels & Hospitality Team

Our Hotels & Hospitality Team

Simon Green, Partner

Paula Boast, Partner

Ghassan El Daye, Partner

Simon is the Head of Real Estate for the
Middle East region.

Paula is the Head of Construction,
Engineering & Projects for the Middle East
Region.

Ghassan is the Head of Arabic Dispute
Resolution and Litigation for the Middle
East.

Paula has over 10 years of experience in the
Middle East specialising in construction,
projects and engineering law across Bahrain
and the region. Her extensive projects
experience includes real estate and
development, regeneration, infrastructure
and utilities, residential, industrial and
commercial, education and healthcare as
well as hotel and hospitality both in the
private and public sectors.

Ghassan has nearly 25 years of experience
in litigation and dispute resolution and heads
the Arabic Regional Dispute Resolution
team. He has built a strong reputation for
handling cases for regional and international
clients engaged in local court litigation
throughout the UAE and neighbouring
jurisdictions. His experience ranges from
providing the full service to clients in
commercial and construction disputes to
acting for individuals in certain aspects of
criminal prosecution and extradition.

Having been based in the Middle East since
2008, Simon specialises in real estate and
development matters, including large scale
mixed use developments, city centre re
re‐
developments, real estate management,
real estate investment and finance (both
conventional and Islamic).
Simon has significant experience and
expertise in relation to the hotel sector
having acted for numerous owners and
operators over the last 10 years. Simon
has worked on ‘ both sides of the table
table’’ in
relation to the development of new hotels
as well as the refurbishment of existing
hotels (including the change of operators).
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Paula has acted on a number of hotel
projects either in relation to the initial
procurement strategy and supporting
construction contracts or in relation to
construction disputes which are specific to
this sector.

In addition, Ghassan possesses thorough
expertise in matters of civil, administrative,
real estate (including hotels and hospitality),
banking and Sharia
Sharia’’h law.

Contact

Our offices

For more information please contact:

London
5 Fleet Place
London
EC4M 7RD UK
T: +44 (0)20 7203 5000

Simon Green
Partner, Middle East
Real Estate
simon.green@crsblaw.com
Paula Boast
Partner, Middle East
Construction, Engineering & Projects
paula.boast@crsblaw.com

Cheltenham
Compass House
Lypiatt Road
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire
GL50 2QJ UK
T: +44 (0)1242 221122
Guildford
One London Square
Cross Lanes
Guildford
Surrey
GU1 1UN UK
T: +44 (0)1483 252525

Doha
Palm Tower
Floor 15
West Bay
PO Box 26600 Doha
Qatar
T: +974 40342036
Dubai
Index Tower, West Tower
11th Floor, Unit 1108
P.O. Box 507226
DIFC, Dubai, UAE
T: +971 4 246 1900
Geneva
9 -11 rue du Prince
1204 Geneva
Switzerland
T: +41 (0)22 591 18 88
Hong Kong
Unit 1002, L10,
1 Duddell Street,
Central, Hong Kong
T: +852 6596 7517
Luxembourg
2 rue Jean Monnet
L-2180 Luxembourg
T: +352 26 48 68 00
Manama
Bahrain World Trade Center
Floor 24 East Tower
PO Box 31249 Manama
Kingdom of Bahrain
T: +973 17 133200
Paris
41 Avenue de Friedland
75008 Paris
France
T: +33 (0) 1 70 99 09 00
Zurich
Basteiplatz 7
8001 Zurich
Switzerland
T: +41 (0)43 430 0200

charlesrussellspeechlys.com
Charles Russell Speechlys LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales, registered number OC311850, and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. Charles Russell
Speechlys LLP is licensed by the Qatar Financial Centre Authority in respect of its branch office in Doha and registered in the Dubai International Financial Centre under number CL2511 and regulated by the Government
of Dubai Legal Affairs Department in respect of its branch office in the DIFC. Charles Russell Speechlys LLP
LLP’’ s branch office in Hong Kong is registered as a foreign firm by The Law Society of Hong Kong. Any reference
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described as partners, is available for inspection at the registered office, 5 Fleet Place, London, EC4M 7RD.

